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Disaster Reduction Activities of Citizens

B BB ORI DL R

O KEWMEZERTHIEDHE
HEREAEOH KN ER LI KEICIDWEEZEMT DIHIC

& ABAPRE. Holg . B BEREARELIORL B ERD EE
L HEETF TKEREZBRTIEREHORFAZRDIBE
PHYVET, EOLOEHT . BAFL. BFIOR1BZBHKOBIE
L.ZoBZEC 1:BEZHEGEREE LT ERZESHBIHD
TEERELTVET . CNUSEDE BARM T BIKFNIRCBS
K717 JFDITEDPRESNTOET,

/o ER23FISRR ROEEICE T DIREDHIESN. 1A
SEHATERBKDOB | EEH SN EHR27TFEDETOREERRIC
BOLWT.MASHEZMMRRRDAIETEHIEDPEDONE L.

11:5:

'|Z<<<
/T No

November 5th is the Tsunamii
Preparedness Day
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Awareness Raising and Knowledge
Promotion on Disaster Reduction

1.Promotion of Efforts for Disaster Reduction

In order to improve the disaster resilience of the community and to
reduce disaster damages, there must be close cooperation among
individuals, families, local community, businesses and relevant
entities, to build momentum for a nationwide movement. The
Government has designated the 1st day of September as the “Disaster
Preparedness Day” and the week including this day as the Disaster
Preparedness Week and carries out various events to raise awareness
and readiness about the disaster. Disaster drills and promoting events
are held in various parts of Japan.

In 2011, the Act on Promotion of Tsunami Countermeasures was
enacted, and November 5th was designated as the “Tsunami
Preparedness Day.” In the 70th UN General Assembly, November 5th
was designated to be the “World Tsunami Awareness Day.”

2.Education about Disaster Reduction

Education for disaster risk reduction is quite important for enabling
individuals to have correct understanding about natural disasters and
be able to act on their discretion to prevent and reduce damages from
a disaster. In the Great East Japan Earthquake, a case of an
elementary school was reported to have safely evacuated based on
their daily education of the past disasters and training about
evacuation. Thus, it is important to enhance education for disaster risk
reduction at schools and in local communities so that people are
nurtured to be equipped with correct understanding about disaster
awareness.

The Cabinet Office implements “Disaster Reduction Education
Challenge Plan” to nurture a positive environment for more proactive
disaster reduction education by picking up active local groups, schools
and individuals who demonstrated better disaster reduction plans and
actions, give support to them, and publicize their achievements,
through the web site, intending that such plans and programs be
widely recognized and utilized throughout the nation. Also, the Cabinet
Office and the Council for Promoting Disaster Risk Reduction
implement the award for posters with the aim of further raising
awareness of disaster prevention and reducing disaster damage by
soliciting poster designs related to disaster prevention from the
general public.

In addition, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology has enhanced contents regarding disaster reduction in the
new Curriculum Guidelines announced in 2017/2018. For example,
during social studies for fourth grade in elementary schools, local
natural disasters that happened in the past are introduced, and
students learn to think about what they should do and what items
should be prepared by imagining about a disaster that could happen
locally. Further improvement with disaster management education is
promoted through development of materials such as “Guide to Make a
Disaster Reduction Manual for Schools (Earthquake and Tsunami),”
and “Development of a Disaster Reduction Education to Nurture Power
to Live On,” providing guidance for disaster reduction at schools.
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at the 2020 Disaster Prevention Poster Contest

Moreover, Fire and Disaster Management Agency offers an online
program called “Disaster Reduction / Crisis Management e-College”
on the web, directed to local residents, professional / voluntary
firefighters and local government employees, to enhance community
disaster resilience. Also, a textbook for school teachers and leaders
“Challenge! Disaster Prevention 48” has been compiled in order for
school children to be able to learn and acquire knowledge and
practical skills about disaster reduction. In these ways, An environment
is being created to independently engage in disaster reduction
education in each region and school.

3.Transmission of the lessons learned from generation to generation

In the Great East Japan Earthquake, a case of a village resident who
escaped the tsunami disaster as the house was built in the area higher
than a stone monument on which the inscription read “Do not build a
house lower than this point”. With such lesson in mind, the Basic Act
on Disaster Management was revised to make it an obligation of local
residents to record and transcend lessons from disasters experience.

Further, in Kobe City, Hyogo Prefecture, “Disaster Reduction and
Human Renovation Institution” was established in memory of the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, and is engaged in activities to pass the
lessons from the Earthquake disaster on to the younger generations
through reproduction of the big Earthquake by audio-visual and model
construction.

43



