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The Disaster Management System
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Establishment of a Comprehensive Disaster Management System:

Disaster Countermeasures Laws and Acts

Japan’s legislation for disaster management system, including the
Basic Act on Disaster Management, addresses all of the disaster
phases of prevention, mitigation and preparedness, emergency
response as well as recovery and reconstruction with roles and
responsibilities among the national and local governments clearly
defined. It is stipulated that the relevant entities of the public and private
sectors are to cooperate in implementing various disaster
countermeasures.

The Basic Act on Disaster Management has constantly been reviewed
and amended since its first enactment, and with lessons learned from
the Great East Japan Earthquake, provisions were added including
enhancement of the measures concerning support activities mutually
done by local governments in 2012 and the measures for ensuring
smooth and safe evacuation of residents and improving protection of
affected people in 2013. In 2014, provisions were added for
strengthening measures against unattended cars in order to promptly
clear them from the roads for emergency vehicles. In 2021, in order to
ensure smooth and prompt evacuation in the event of a disaster and
strengthen the implementation system for disaster measures,
evacuation information was reviewed, individual evacuation plans were
legalized, and consultation rules for wide-area evacuation were
established. In addition, the government has taken measures such as
making it possible to establish a disaster management headquarter for
disasters of a scale that has not been able to establish a national
disaster response headquarters.
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Clarification of basic principles of disaster countermeasures: Clarification of basic policies including the concept of disaster reduction
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ilities of residents: Self-prep: for disaster, of basic
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Organization: Development and promotion of comprehensive disaster management administration
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National government: Central Disaster Management Council, major (extreme) disaster management headquarters
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Prefectural and municipal governments: Local disaster management headquarters
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Disaster prevention (includes disaster drills, stockpiling of materials),

Primary disaster response procedures (includes collecting damage information,

giving evacuation instructions, requesting aid),

Definition of the guidelines for roles and responsibilities to be performed by each actor for disaster recovery
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Implementation of laws are funded by each responsible party - Financial measures for extreme disasters by
the government (including designation of disasters based on Act on Special Financial Support to Deal with
the Designated Disaster of Extreme Severity and definition of the legal basis for raise in public burden)

, municipalities, and designated public institutions: Formulation and implementation of the plan for disaster management, mutual cooperation

ies, voluntary participation in disaster preparedness activities
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Planning system: Development and promotion of systematic disaster management measures
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local izations and public institutions:Local Disaster plan
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Residents: Community disaster management plan
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Prior preparation of the lists of the people requiring assistance in the case of disaster
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Clarification of the standards for evacuation centers and facilities in the case of disaster
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Stipulation of the framework for wide-scale evacuation and goods transportation
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Declaration of disaster emergency state — Cabinet decision of government's policy (basic policy for countermeasures)
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Emergency measures (restriction on distribution of basic necessities, moratorium on financial obligation, urgent enactment of
Cabinet Order related to acceptance of international support, automatic enforcement of the Act on Special Measures concerning
Preservation of Rights and Interests of Victims of Specified Disaster)




