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| Progress in Disaster Management Laws and Systems since 1945

It is a national priority to protect national land as well as citizens’ lives, livelihoods, and property from natural disasters. The turning point for
strengthening the disaster management system came into effect in response to the inmense damage caused by the Typhoon Ise-wan in 1959, and led
to the enactment of the Disaster Countermeasures Basic Act in 1961, which formulates a comprehensive and strategic disaster management system.

Thereafter, the disaster management system has been continuously reviewed and revised following the lessons learned from large-scale disasters.

Disasters that triggered law/system introduction

Disaster Management Laws Explanation

1945

1946
1947
1948

Typhoon Ida (Makurazaki)

The Nankai Earthquake

47 The Disaster Relief Act

Typhoon Kathleen
The Fukui Earthquake 49 The Flood Control Act

1950 IR

Typhoon Vera (Ise-wan)

N 50 The Building Standards Act

(1960 JNTYS

Heavy Snowfalls

60 Soil Conservation and Flood Control Urgent Measures Act

Focuses
61 Disaster Countermeasures Basic Act —— > E i of disaster pr ion laws
62 Central Disaster Management Council established -Clear assignment of federal responsibilities
63 Basic Disaster Management Plan D of ive and organized

62 Act on Special Financial Support to disaster prevention structures etc.

LRI The 1964 Niigata Earthquake Deal with Extremely Severe Disasters
1967 Torrential Rains in Uetsu Act on Special Measures for Heavy Snowfall Areas
N 66 Acton Earthquake Insurance
- " )
1973 Mt. Sakurajima Eruption 73 Act on Provision of Disaster Condolence Grant
Mt. Asama Eruption Act on Evacuation Facilities in Areas Surrounding
1976 i S o Sl Act!ve Volcanoes (Act on Special Measures for
Active Volcanoes (1978)
1978

The 1978 Miyagi Earthquake

for Large-Scale Earthquakes

J 78 Act on Special Measures Concerning Countermeasures

80 Act on Special Financial Measures for Urgent
Earthquake Countermeasure Improvement
Projects in Areas for Intensified Measures

81 Amendment of Order for Enforcement of the Building Standard Law —>  .Induction of current earthquake engineering laws, etc.

[o50 IES

1999

The Southern Hyogo Earthquake 95 Act on Special Measures for Earthquake ‘Establishment of disaster . based on vol

(The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake)

Torrential Rains in Hiroshima
Tokaimura Nuclear Accident
(The JCO Nuclear Accident)

Disaster Countermeasures

Act on Promotion of the Earthquake-proof Retrofit of Buildings groups and private organizations, loosening of requirements for the
Amendment of Disaster Countermeasures Basic Act ———>  establishment of a Central Disaster Management Council led by the Prime
96 Acton Special Measures for Preservation of Rights and Minister, the codification of disaster relief requests for the JSDF, etc.

Profits of the Victims of Specified Disasters

97 Acton Promotion of Disaster Resilience
Improvement in Densely Inhabited Areas

98 Acton Support for Livelihood Recovery of Disaster Victims
99 Acton Special Measures for Nuclear Disasters

2000 2000

2004 Torrential Rains in the Tokai Region Management for Trench-type Earthquakes in the Vicinit
The 2004 Chuetsu Earthquake of the Japan and Chishima Trenches

2008

2011

2014

2016

2018
2019

2020
2021

Torrential Rains in Niigata, Fukushima

N 00 Act on Promotion of Sediment Disaster Countermeasures for -More rivers were added to flood alert lists, announcement of expected inundation areas, etc.
Sediment Disaster Prone Areas

01 Amendment of the Flood Control Act

02 Acton Special Measures for Promotion of Tohnankai and - — — -
Nankai Earthquake Disaster Management -Establishment of basic national directives and regional earthquake-proof
retrofit plans, and ion of organized earthq -proofing.

-Expansion of list of designated rivers in expected inundation area, etc.

“Increased efforts in public education through use of Sediment Disaster Hazard Maps, etc.

03 Specified Urban River Inundation Countermeasures Act " . . " "
) ) ) -Implementation of Emergency Survey in case of the imminence of Large-scale Sediment Disaster
04 Act on Special Measures for Promotion of Disaster Notification to municipalities of areas and timing information that is expected

First Amendment (2012)
‘Wide-area response for Large-scale Disaster

05 Amendment of the Flood Control Act -Incorporating lessons from the disaster, improvements to disaster
X . . management education, and improvements to regional disaster management
Amendment of the Act on Promotion of Sediment Disaster capabilities through participation of diverse entities in implementation
Countermeasures in Sediment Disaster Prone Areas
Amendment of the Act on Promotion of the Earthquake- Second Amendment (2013)
‘Improvement of support for affected people

Proof Retrofit of Buildings Improvements to rapid response capabilties in the event of a large-scale and
wide area disaster

06 Amendment of the Act on the Regulation of doarealdes T —
—— i i -Smooth and safe evacuation of residents, etc.
Iwate-Miyagi Inland Earthquake 1 Eerstl.dlentlal I(_jand lDerg:Othem P tion of JImprovements in disaster countermeasures in daily life, etc.
artial amenament ot the Act on Promotion of
Sediment Disaster Countermeasures ‘Establi of obligatory proofing inations and publi
in Sediment Disaster Prone Areas of test results for large buildings in need of emergency safety checks.
11 Act on Promotion of Tsunami Countermeasures -Participation of diverse entities including river management organizations in flood control
Act on Development of Areas Resilient to Tsunami Disasters activities, acquisiti 1fo an t i an needs
The 2011 Tohoku Earthquake 12 Amendment of Disaster Countermeasures Basic Act In river management faciities, etc.
Act for Establishment of the Nuclear Regulation Authority -Designation of Nankai Trough Earthquake Disaster Countermeasure Promotion
N | 13 Amendment of Disaster Countermeasures Basic Act Areas, promotion of disaster for the Nankai Trough

( The Great East Japan Earthquake)

Heavy Snowfall
Hiroshima Landslide Disaster

Kumamoto Earthquake

Typhoon Lionrock in 2016

Typhoon Faxai in 2019
Typhoon Hagibis in 2019

Heavy Rain Event of July 2020

Act on Reconstruction from Large-Scale Disasters Earfiouakeiioughicreationiofalbasicliamieic:

Amendment of the Act on Promotion of the Earthquake-proof Retrofit of Buildings -Designation of Areas for Urgent Implementation of Measures against Tokyo Inland Earthquake
Amendment of the Flood Control Act and River Act and promotion of earthquake management through creation of a Basic Plan, etc.

Act on Special Measures for Land and Building Leases in -Establishment of laws regarding discarded vehicles in the acquisition of

Areas Affected by Large-scale Disaster ion routes for vehicles in large scale disasters, etc.

Amendment of the Act on Special Measures for Promotion Clear publication of sediment disaster prone areas (publication of basic investigations),

of Nankai Trough Earthquake Disaster Management provision of information necessary for issuing evacuation alarms, etc.

(Amendment of the Act on Special Measures for Promotion
of Tohnankai and Nankai Earthquake Disaster Management)

-Formulation of the Basic Guideline by the national government, designation of volcanic eruption
hazard zones, establishment of Volcar)ic Disaster M_anagemen_t Cquncils in these designated

. . zones, making obligatory the of P ion plan, etc.
Act on Special Measures against Tokyo Inland Earthquake E . o Tl T —————— .
S ; ; M -For waste ue to specified larg isasters, the Minister of the Environmen
14 Amendment of the Basic Act on Disaster [ idelines for disaster waste management and takes over the task of waste

—> Amendment of Act on Promotion of Sediment

Disaster Countermeasures for Sediment Disaster Prone Areas -Measures against unattended cars to secure routes for emergency vehicles in times of disaster
| 15 Amendment of the Act on Special Measures for Active VOIcanoei/ such as large-scale earthquakes and heavy snow (adding to acting entities guif coast and fish

management, etc.

L——— Amendment of the Basic Act on Disaster Management i R S

. " ition of mandatory preparation of ion operation plan and
16 Amendment of the Basic Act on Disaster Management / evacuation exercise by administrators of facikities for persons requiring special care
17 Partial amendment of Flood Control Act

18 Amendment of Disaster Relief Act
Amendment of the Basic Act on Disaster Management ——

-Establishment of a s system where the rescuing city can rescue disaster victims as part of its tasks

-Clarifying that prefectures responding to requests from affected prefectures can request their
local municipalities to support affected municipalities

Partial amendment of Act on Suppressin_g developmem !n qisqsler hazard areas, promoting relocation,
Special Measures concerning Urban Reconstruction 7 strengihening location optimizaton plans, et
Partial amendment of Act on Support for Reconstructing = Expand the scope of support payments

Livelihoods of the Affected due to Disaster Unification of evacuation advisories and evacuation warnings,

21 Partial amendment of Basic Act on /‘ mandatory efforts to create individual evacuation plans, etc.

Disaster Management, etc. Er of plan and system of River Basin Disaster Resilience and Sustainability by All, etc.
Partial amendment of Act on Countermeasures against /
Flood Damage of Specified Rivers Running Across Cities




