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Statement by the President of the Conference,
Ms. Eriko Yamatani

I thank you for the honour of electing me as President of the Third United Nations World
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction.

Ten years have already passed since the Second World Conference has adopted the Hyogo
Framework for Action, HFA.

Since then, progress has been achieved in reducing disaster risk at local, national, regional
and global levels with efforts of countries and other stakeholders. International
mechanisms have also been supporting such progress.

Overall, the HFA has been functioning as guidelines for all.

Over the same ten-year time, however, disasters have continued to cause loss and damages
in various places in the world, including here Tohoku Area, which was hit by the Great
East Japan Earthquake four years ago.

In addition, recent phenomena such as urbanization, climate change, and globalization are
generating new disaster risks.

Reviewing the past ten years, we see the progress, but a number of gaps still remain in the
HFA’s implementation such as addressing the underlying disaster risk factors and
ensuring adequate means of implementation.

It is now urgent to further promote disaster risk reduction to protect more effectively
persons, communities and countries, livelihoods, health, cultural heritage, socio-economic
assets and ecosystems.

It is crucial, therefore, to develop a successor to the HFA, an action-oriented framework
that will guide investment in disaster risk reduction for resilience.

This year 2015 will see other important instruments, including post-2015 development
agenda. Ensuring effective link with these instruments will lead to mainstreaming disaster
risk reduction in international cooperation and development policies, and contributing to
the global goal to eradicate poverty.

Today, I am pleased to see many distinguished delegations, including many Heads of State
and Government and Ministers in charge of disaster risk reduction gathering here in
Sendai.

Five days from today will be dedicated to the development of a new framework for
disaster risk reduction, political declaration and commitments for implementation. There
will be also discussions on addressing emerging risks in a multi-stakeholder manner.

I would now like to invite all of you to join active discussions based upon the experiences
and knowledge in your countries towards successful outcomes of the Conference.



Your opinions and active participation are valuable and will make this conference a
turning point for disaster risk reduction.



