
67 

Section 5 Further Enhancement of Disaster Risk Reduction Education in Schools 

 

In March 2021, the Central Council for Education was consulted on the "Third Plan for the Promotion of School 

Safety." In response to this, the School Safety Subcommittee of the Subdivision on Primary and Secondary 

Education of the Central Council for Education, based on the recommendations of the Cabinet Office's Working 

Group on Disaster Risk Reduction Education and Public Awareness (Disaster Risk Reduction Education Team), held 

numerous discussions on school safety, including disaster risk reduction, from a professional standpoint. On 

February 7, 2022, the "Third Plan for the Promotion of School Safety (Report)" was compiled. Based on this report, 

the "Third Plan for the Promotion of School Safety" (hereinafter referred to as "Third Plan") was approved by the 

Cabinet on March 25, 2022. 

(Reference: https://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/kenko/anzen/1419593_00001.htm) 

The Third Plan suggests that the Government should take specific measures as shown below. These measures 

are to be taken by considering the current situation where the approach and recognition of school safety differ 

depending on schools, and the necessity that practical education for disaster risk reduction should be promoted 

nationwide to prepare for the large-scale disasters which are likely to occur in the future without letting the 

memory of the Great East Japan Earthquake fade away. In particular, with regard to education for disaster risk 

reduction, one of the basic directions of the policy is to “implement practical disaster risk reduction education and 

training based on local disaster risks.” The government’s efforts include: 

・In order that practical disaster risk reduction education and evacuation drills may be conducted in all schools 

in Japan to teach the necessary knowledge such as local disaster risks and normality biases, a new guide for 

disaster risk reduction education and evacuation drills considering developmental stages of children should 

be prepared and announced. 

・Useful educational materials and data for schools should be prepared and distributed. Particularly regarding 

disaster risk reduction education from early childhood, including making a model for communicating 

information and raising awareness at home, educational materials for infants should be prepared. And 

disaster risk reduction education should be enhanced among infants and their parents.  

・Regular and specific surveys should be conducted to examine the implementation of disaster risk reduction 

education in schools nationwide, including the status of implementation of practical evacuation drills and 

their revisions. Key indicators should be set on the surveys, and the status should be publicized. 

And, as local governments efforts, based on local disaster risks, in cooperation with boards of education and 

schools, promotion of disaster risk reduction education was mentioned such as lectures, hands-on learning, and 

disaster drills by members of Fire Corps and local voluntary disaster management organizations so that students 

become future leaders of community disaster resilience. 

In addition, necessary measures for disaster preparedness were pointed out, including shelter management in 

the event of a disaster and the safety assurance at school facilities that were used as shelters for residents in the 

event of a major disaster. 
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