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Chapter 3 Five-Year Acceleration Plan for Disaster Prevention, Disaster 

Mitigation, and Building National Resilience 

Section 1 Conducting “Five-Year Acceleration Plan for Disaster Prevention, Disaster 

Mitigation, and Building National Resilience” 
 

In recent years, meteorological disasters have become more catastrophic and frequent due to the effects of 

climate change, and the occurrence of large-scale earthquakes, such as the Nankai Trough Earthquake, Subduction 

Zone Earthquakes in the Vicinity of the Japan and Chishima Trenches, and the Tokyo Inland Earthquake, is becoming 

more imminent. In addition, the infrastructure intensively developed in and after Japan's period of rapid economic 

growth will become decrepit all at once in the future. Therefore, it is necessary to ensure the maintenance and 

renewal of infrastructures. However, a preventive maintenance cycle has not yet been established, and if 

appropriate measures are not taken, this will not only lead to an increase in total costs over the medium to long 

term, but there is also concern that Japan's administrative and socioeconomic systems will become dysfunctional. 

To overcome such a national crisis, protect the lives and properties of the people, and maintain vital national and 

social functions, it is necessary to accelerate and deepen efforts for disaster prevention and mitigation, and 

national resilience, and to build a resilient nation that does not succumb to disasters. Also, the use of digital 

technology, which has been rapidly developed in recent years, is indispensable in order to achieve more efficient 

disaster prevention and mitigation, as well as national resilience. In December 2020, the Cabinet approved the 

"Five-Year Acceleration Plan for Disaster Prevention, Disaster Mitigation, and Building National Resilience" 

(hereinafter referred to as the "Five-Year Acceleration Plan").  

(Reference: https://www.cas.go.jp/jp/seisaku/kokudo_kyoujinka/5kanenkasokuka/index.html) 

 

The Five-Year Acceleration Plan will further accelerate and deepen the following three areas: (1) measures 

against increasingly severe storm and flood disasters and impending large-scale earthquakes, (2) measures against 

aging infrastructure to shift to preventive maintenance of infrastructure, and (3) promotion of digitalization and 

other measures to efficiently promote policies for national resilience. Medium- and long-term goals will be set for 

123 measures, including flood control measures in the basin by advance discharge of water from dams, and the 

construction of recreational areas, measures for aging roads, bridges and school facilities, improvement of road 

management efficiency with IT, and upgrading of weather information for disaster management. These measures 

will be implemented intensively over a five-year period from FY 2021 to FY 2026.  

The first year of the Five-Year Acceleration Plan is funded by the third supplementary budget for FY 2020, with 

a national budget of about 2.0 trillion yen (of which about 1.7 trillion yen is for public works). The FY 2020 third 

supplementary budget also includes about 0.3 trillion yen in government expenditure (of which about 0.1 trillion 

yen is for public works) as urgent expenses for the steady promotion of measures to strengthen national resilience 

based on the Fundamental Plan for National Resilience Basic Plan. Moreover, the initial budget for FY 2021 includes 

a national budget of about 4.4 trillion yen for national resilience.  
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These budgets will be used to mobilize a combination of structural and non-structural measures and to 

vigorously promote disaster prevention, disaster mitigation, and national resilience in cooperation with relevant 

government ministries and agencies. The government will also strive for active publicity at specific locations and 

sites to make its efforts visible at the regional level. While further accelerating and deepening the efforts to 

strengthen national resilience based on the Five-Year Accelerated Plan, Japan will continue to systematically and 

vigorously promote the creation of a safe, secure, and resilient nation based on the Fundamental Plan for National 

Resilience Basic Plan with all their strength.  
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