Chapter

H B 441 The Disaster Management System

B-O hRpFKEHE

FREHXZZIE . ARDERBRICETSRFEND—DOTH
U KERRERRICEDEZNEARICRESNATVET . &
X ARREXREZESREL . 2EFE. ERZLAHEEOR
RUOZHREBRETER SN TOET . KE I BKERE
DIEPHIKBEARGHOREBREEITOEEHIC ARRKIE
REXRPHRELSREOHBICKUTHKICHTI2ERZRE
ZEZ JOREMANBRKEWNREHETHRENZEOT
W&ET,

=
AaxX

chgafh S SRR Organization of National Disaster Man

| National Disaster Management Council

The National Disaster Management Council is one of the councils that
deal with crucial policies of the Cabinet and is established in the
Cabinet Office based on the Disaster Countermeasures Basic Act. The
Council consists of the Prime Minister as the chairperson, all members
of the Cabinet, heads of major public corporations and experts. The
Council develops the Basic Disaster Management Plan and establishes
basic disaster management policies and plays a role of promoting
comprehensive disaster countermeasures including deliberating
important issues on disaster management upon requests from the
Prime Minister or Minister of State for Disaster Management.
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Designated Government Organizations 24 ministries and agencies are designated
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66 organizations including independent administrative agencies, Bank of Japan, Japanese Red Cross Society, NHK, electric and gas
companies and NTT are designated.
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| Disaster Management Plans
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B S ELARSTEIDMEAX  Basic Plan for Disaster Risk Reduction

1. Disaster Management Planning System

O Basic Disaster Management Plan: This plan is the highest-level plan and
constitutes the basis for disaster management activities prepared by the
National Disaster Management Council based on the Disaster Countermeasures
Basic Act.

O Disaster Management Operation Plan: This is a plan made by each designated
government organization and designated public corporation based on the Basic
Disaster Management Plan.

O Local Disaster Management Plan: This is a plan made by each Prefectural and
Municipal Disaster Management Council, subject to local circumstances and
based on the Basic Disaster Management Plan.

(O Community Disaster Management Plan: This is a disaster management activities
plan at the community level which is established by residents and businesses
jointly on a voluntary basis.

2. Basic Disaster Management Plan

The Basic Disaster Management Plan is a comprehensive and long-term disaster
management plan forming a foundation for the Disaster Management Operations
Plan and Local Disaster Management Plan. It stipulates provisions for the
establishment of the disaster management system, promotion of disaster
management measures, acceleration of post disaster recovery and reconstruction
measures, and promotion of scientific and technological research on disaster
management.Since its establishment in 1963, this plan has been reviewed every
year based on the Basic Act on Disaster Management and revised when deemed
necessary. Therefore, the plan was revised entirely in 1995 based on the
experiences of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. It defines responsibilities of
each entity such as the national and local governments, public corporations and
other entities. It consists of various plans for each type of disaster, where specific
countermeasures to be taken by each entity are described according to the disaster
management phases of prevention and preparedness, emergency response, as well
as recovery and reconstruction. Further, based on the lessons learned from the
Great East Japan Earthquake, a new chapter was created in December 2011, for
Tsunami Disaster Countermeasures. In recent years, lessons from disaster
responses and developments in measures as well as responses to the COVID-19
have been taken into account for the revisions.
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In order to encourage and promote proactive disaster management
activities among residents (including both individual and corporate
residents) in a given area based on the spirit of self-help and mutual
help, and to enhance the disaster management capabilities of the area in
a bottoms-up manner, it is stipulated that a community disaster
management plan, featuring the community level disaster management
activities, may be prescribed in the municipal disaster management plan.

In developing a community disaster management plan, more active and
proactive participation of the area residents is necessary at an early
stage of such development. As such, it is stipulated that the area
residents may jointly make a proposal (proposed plan) to the municipal
disaster management council that a community disaster management
plan be stipulated in the municipal disaster management plan.

Thus far, the plans reflected in the community disaster management
plans are that of 30 prefectures, 73 municipalities and 901 communities
(as of April 1, 2020).




